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OVERVIEW
This course is a deep dive of FERC’s three licensing processes and preparation of applications for original license and new license 
(relicense) and associated regulations. It assumes that the attendee understands FERC’s hydropower program or the equivalent to 
Introduction to FERC Hydropower. The course will describe in detail the steps in FERC’s Integrated Licensing Process (ILP), Alternative 
Licensing Process (ALP) and the Traditional Process. The course will also detail preparation of the various exhibits of the license 
application, especially the Exhibit E and offer insights and tips to ensure prompt FERC and agency reviews to expedite decision making 
as well as the issuance of mandatory conditions under Federal Power Act section 4(e), 18, section 401 and 404 of the Clean Water Act 
and coastal zone determinations required by the Coastal Zone Management Act.

This course is ideal for hydropower developers, existing licensees, agency staff, attorneys, and consultants who need the details in 
preparing an acceptable hydropower licensing application and using associated documents to comply with consultation, NEPA and 
other Federal and State permit requirements. The course will also be useful for those who review and analyze hydropower license 
applications for new projects and relicensing and for advising hydropower applicants.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
• Review in detail the integrated, alternative, and traditional licensing processes
• Discuss FERC license application preparation and associated documents that will be used in the NEPA process
• Describe external factors influencing the FERC hydro review with federal/state permitting processes
• Evaluate how to use the FERC process to consult with and obtain other Federal and State permits
• Explain how to prepare for meeting with FERC staff and hydro stakeholders
• Explain reality checks for brand new hydro relicensing
• Discuss state permitting on other areas affecting hydropower

INSTRUCTOR
Tom Russo
Principal, Russo on Energy LLC

Tom Russo is an Energy and Environmental expert with unique FERC regulatory skills in siting 
hydropower, natural gas and liquefied natural gas infrastructure, NEPA environmental impact 
assessment and in how energy markets, prices and physical/cybersecurity affect infrastructure 
investments.

Prior to founding Russo on Energy LLC in May 2015, Mr. Russo worked for over 30 years as a Manager 
and Sr. Energy Industry Analyst at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). During that time, 
he amassed experience in hydropower licensing, NEPA environmental impact assessment of energy 
projects, business process reengineering, and natural gas and crude oil market oversight. Mr. Russo 
thoroughly understands the Natural Gas Act, Natural Gas Policy Act, Federal Power Act and Energy  
Policy Act as they apply to natural gas and hydroelectric projects.

He is very active in hydropower and natural gas matters and writes an Energy and Environmental 
column for the Natural Gas and Electricity Journal. He also co-authored for the R Street Institute entitled 
“Ebbing the flow of hydropower red tape.”

Mr. Russo is a native of Brooklyn, New York. He earned a credential as a Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional (CISSP) in 2010. He also graduated with a MBA in Finance from the George 
Washington University and a MS in Biology from the University of Alabama.



FERC HYDROPOWER LICENSING 
July 27, 2020 | Online

PAGE 3EUCI  |  6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir., Suite 1620  |  Denver, CO 80111
www.euci.com  |  p: 303-770-8800  |  f: 303-741-0849

REGISTER TODAY! CALL 303-770-8800 OR VISIT WWW.EUCI.COM

AGENDA
MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020  - CENTRAL TIME

9:00 – 9:15 am  Log In

9:15 am – 4:30 pm  Course Timing

12:30 – 1:15 pm  Lunch Break

Licensing Processes
• Integrated licensing process
• Special Cases- Nonpower dams and closed-loop pumped storage 
• Alternative licensing process
• Traditional process
• Advice and tips on each
• Questions regarding specific hydropower projects and circumstances

FERC License Application Preparation (What to focus on)
• Exhibit A- Project description
• Exhibit B- Project operation and resource utilization
• Exhibit C- Construction schedule
• Exhibit D- Project costs and financing
• Exhibit E- Environmental report
• Exhibit F- General design drawings of project works
• Exhibit G- Map of the project
• Questions regarding specific hydropower projects and circumstances

Face-to-Face Meeting Facilitation with Federal and State Agencies

External Factors Influencing the FERC Hydro Review with Federal/State Permitting Processes
• FERC hydropower myths
• The Trump Effect
• State push back
• Expect litigation

Simplifying a Burdensome Hydro Review Process
• What others are doing
• Project websites
• Keeping the message simple

Reality Checks for Brand New Hydro and Relicensing

Question and Answer Session throughout
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS
Hands-on activities, case studies and PowerPoint presentations will be used in this program

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION
You must be logged in for the entire presentation and send in the evaluation after the course is completed.

IACET CREDITS
EUCI has been accredited as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET).  In obtaining this accreditation, EUCI has demonstrated that it  complies with the ANSI/IACET 
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of their Authorized Provider 
status, EUCI is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standard.

EUCI is authorized by IACET to offer 0.7 CEUs for this course

ONLINE COURSE DELIVERY &  
PARTICIPATION DETAILS
We will be using Microsoft Teams to facilitate your participation in the upcoming event. You do not need to have an existing 
Teams account in order to participate in the broadcast – the course will play in your browser and you will have the option of 
using a microphone to speak with the room and ask questions, or type any questions in via the chat window and our on-site 
representative will relay your question to the instructor.

• You will receive a meeting invitation which will include a link to join the meeting. 
• Separate meeting invitations will be sent for the morning and afternoon sessions of the course.
 o You will need to join the appropriate meeting at the appropriate time.  
• If you are using a microphone, please ensure that it is muted until such time as you need to ask a question.
• The remote meeting connection will be open approximately 30 minutes before the start of the course. We encourage 

you to connect as early as possible in case you experience any unforeseen problems. 

“An excellent and thorough look at the various 
licensing processes, backed by useful examples and 
broad familiarity with the issues.” 

Principal Engineer, Balance Hydrologics

“Provides the opportunity 
to think from someone 
else’s perspective, to 
better develop future 
solutions.” 

Project Manager, GZA
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Substitutions & Cancellations
Your registration may be transferred to a member of your organization up to 24 hours in advance of the event. Cancellations must be received on or before June 19, 
2020 in order to be refunded and will be subject to a US $195.00 processing fee per registrant. No refunds will be made after this date. Cancellations received after 
this date will create a credit of the tuition (less processing fee) good toward any other EUCI event. This credit will be good for six months from the cancellation date. 
In the event of non-attendance, all registration fees will be forfeited. In case of course cancellation, EUCI’s liability is limited to refund of the event registration fee 
only. For more information regarding administrative policies, such as complaints and refunds, please contact our offices at 303-770-8800. 
EUCI reserves the right to alter this program without prior notice.

BUNDLE PRICE FOR ALL 4 COURSES: HYDROPOWER 101, 
INTRODUCTION TO FERC HYDROPOWER, FERC HYDROPOWER  
LICENSING AND FERC HYDROPOWER COMPLIANCE COURSES
JULY 20, 22, 27 & 29, 2020: US $2495

PACK OF 5 CONNECTIONS: US $11,225
PACK OF 10 CONNECTIONS: US $18,710

3 COURSES: US $1895 (MAKE SELECTION BELOW)
PACK OF 5 CONNECTIONS: US $8,530
PACK OF 10 CONNECTIONS: US $14,215

2 COURSES: US $1295 (MAKE SELECTION BELOW)
PACK OF 5 CONNECTIONS: US $5,825
PACK OF 10 CONNECTIONS: US $9,715

HYDROPOWER 101: JULY 20, 2020
INTRODUCTION TO FERC HYDROPOWER: JULY 22, 2020
FERC HYDROPOWER LICENSING: JULY 27, 2020
FERC HYDROPOWER COMPLIANCE COURSES: JULY 29, 2020

FERC HYDROPOWER LICENSING ONLY
JULY 27, 2020: US $695 (Single Connection)

PACK OF 5 CONNECTIONS: US $3,125
PACK OF 10 CONNECTIONS: US $5,210

FOR VOLUME DISCOUNTS CALL +1.303.770.8800
* All other discounts do not apply to license packs
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