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OVERVIEW
The Trump Administration brought an increased focus on pole attachments and the infrastructure investment needed to close the 
digital divide and ensure that all Americans enjoy broadband connectivity.  During the first two years of the Administration, the 
Federal Communications Commission commenced rulemakings intended to further promote broadband deployment on utility 
poles, established a Broadband Deployment Advisory Committee, issued a decision in the closely-watched Verizon v. Dominion 
pole attachment complaint proceeding and successfully defended revisions to its telecom rate methodology on appeal.  
Meanwhile, States and local governments nationwide have considered and enacted wireless small cell legislation supporting 5G 
deployment on utility poles and other structures in the right-of-way.  2020 and 2021 promise 5G rollout and significant state and 
federal developments impacting shared infrastructure.  

What does all this mean for electric utilities, communications, and cable companies?  These legal developments, policy goals, 
and emerging industry trends underscore the importance that each pole owner and attacher understand rapidly changing 
technology and the regulatory environment.  This program will provide attendees with information to help pole owners 
and attachers understand their rights and responsibilities so they can effectively administer pole attachment agreements in 
compliance with the law and revise or replace those agreements when necessary or advisable.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
This program is designed for attendees to:

• Review the history and future of joint use and shared infrastructure and the technological advances and current policy 
objectives that have led to the active regulatory environment

• Identify how industry trends such as fiber and 5G wireless deployment are impacting pole owners and attachers
• Discuss the reach of federal law and its impact on deployment on utility poles and other infrastructure in the right-of-

way
• Examine the rights and obligations of utilities and joint-users/third-party attachers on new and existing utility pole 

infrastructure in various jurisdictions
• Review common joint use and pole attachment license agreement provisions and their practical implications
• Calculate the FCC maximum allowable rate for wireline and wireless pole attachments
• Formulate effective strategies for working with attachers and joint-users to correct past mistakes and prepare for future 

attachments
• Examine NESC issues related to pole attachments 
• Assess the business case for an effective pole inspection program

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Electric Utility, Communications, and Cable Company:

• Engineering Managers
• Operations Managers
• Construction Managers
• Distribution Engineers
• Outside Plant Engineers
• Joint Use Managers/Administrators
• Finance and Accounting staff responsible for joint use and licensee billing
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AGENDA
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020

12:30 – 1:00 pm Registration

1:00 – 4:30 pm Course Timing

• Introduction and Course Overview 
• Promoting Broadband:  What is 5G and How Will Its Deployment Impact Existing Networks? 
 o How is 5G different and what will it offer?  
 o How will it be deployed?
 o How will it impact and transform the existing wireline network?
• History of Joint Use and the Regulation of Shared Infrastructure 
 o Electric power, wireline telephone, cable television, wireless service, 5G
 o Federal policy objectives 
• The Federal Pole Attachment Act and Its Amendments 
 o State vs. federal regulation
 o Investor-owned utilities vs. electric cooperatives and municipal utilities
 o Other federal statutes relevant to deployment in the right-of-way

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020

8:30 – 9:00 am Continental Breakfast

9:00 am – 4:30 pm Course Timing

12:00 – 1:00 pm  Group Luncheon

• Federal Regulation of Wireline Pole Attachments 
 o FCC rental rate formulas
 o Access requirements
• Federal Regulation of Wireless Attachments and Small Cells 
 o Federal vs. State and local regulation
 o FCC rental rate formula
 o Pole-top access requirement
• Recent FCC Proceedings and Related Issues 
 o One-touch make-ready, complex make-ready, make-ready design requirements, make-ready   
  timelines 
 o Approved contractor lists and managing contractor quality
 o Overlashing and strand mounting
 o ILEC pole attachment rental rates
 o Fees for use of the rights-of-way 
 o Status of pending appeals
• Joint Use Agreements and License Agreements 
 o Standard terms and conditions 
 o Issues with vintage agreements
 o Negotiating amendments or new agreements
 o Publication of template license agreements



UTILITY POLE ATTACHMENTS: UNDERSTANDING NEW FCC REGULATIONS AND JOINT USE MANAGEMENT
July 28-29, 2020 | Denver, CO

PAGE 4EUCI  |  6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir., Suite 1620  |  Denver, CO 80111
www.euci.com  |  p: 303-770-8800  |  f: 303-741-0849

REGISTER TODAY! CALL 303-770-8800 OR VISIT WWW.EUCI.COM

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020 (CONTINUED)

• Best Practices for Managing Joint Use Agreements and License Agreements 
 o The permitting process 
 o Make-ready
 o Special cases: guys/anchors/risers/pedestals
 o Transfer software options, tips and tricks
 o Late transfers and pole ownership transfers
 o Modifying existing joint use poles – What is billable?
• Correcting Past Issues and Preparing for the Future 
 o Pole attachment inventories, cost-sharing, and prorated billing
 o NESC clearance requirements, violations, and remedies
 o Pole ownership objectives
 o Stranded assets
 o Database Applications, Drones, GIS Mapping, and AI Alternatives
• Industry Trends, Predictions, and Questions 

INSTRUCTORS
Sean Knowles
Principal, Pole Attachment Services/VP, Business Development, McLean Engineering

Over the past decade, Sean has grown McLean’s distribution engineering, inspection and pole attachment 
practice to include investor-owned utility, electric cooperative, and municipal utility clients across the US.  
Sean’s primary responsibilities related to pole attachments include project development, overall project 
management and project payback, as well as pole attachment contract development, pole attachment 
rental rate calculation and contract advisement and negotiation.  Sean has written, spoken and taught on 
pole attachment topics throughout the country.

Prior to coming to McLean Engineering, Sean earned a Master of Business Administration from Duke 
University, where he ran the Duke Start-up Challenge business plan competition.  Prior to Duke, Sean 
worked for six years in the United States Senate, the last four of which he spent as a staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, during which time he negotiated eight public laws allocating military 
spending, traveled to 13 countries conducting project oversight, analyzed over 2,000 construction projects 
and allocated over $50 billion in funding for the Department of Defense (DOD).  Sean’s experience during 
his tenure on the Appropriations Committee included oversight of the DOD’s utilities privatization program.  
Prior to his work in the Senate, Sean earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance from Texas 
Tech University.

AGENDA

“Wonderfully informative and well 
run.” 

Procurement Analyst and IT Buyer, 
Knoxville Utili-ties Board

“Great class. Everyone is engaged and 
allows for open discussion.” 

Project Coordinator, 
Guadalupe Valley Electric Co-Op
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Chris Huther 
Partner, Wiley Rein LLP 

For over two decades, Chris has successfully represented communications companies in negotiations, 
litigations, and regulatory proceedings involving wireline and wireless infrastructure, rate, and utility pole 
issues.  He is recognized as an authority on joint use issues and has been named a “recommended lawyer” 
by The Legal 500.  

In recent years, Chris has negotiated settlement, joint use, and pole attachment agreements with 
investor-owned utilities, electric cooperatives, and municipal utilities, mediated and arbitrated 
disputes over the terms of existing joint use and pole attachment agreements, supported broadband 
deployment efforts nationwide, through counseling, negotiations, and litigation, served as lead counsel 
for telecommunications companies in Pole Attachment Complaint proceedings before the Federal 
Communications Commission’s Enforcement Bureau and in litigation filed in Florida, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia over the rates, terms, and conditions 
of joint use and pole attachment agreements.

Claire Evans 
Partner, Wiley Rein LLP

For the past seven years, Claire has worked closely with Chris on all pole attachment and infrastructure 
matters, including the first Pole Attachment Complaint filed by an ILEC after the FCC issued its 2011 
Pole Attachment Order.  More recently, Claire represented communications companies in their support 
of the FCC’s 2015 Order on Reconsideration, which modified the FCC rate formulas to bring parity to 
telecommunications company and cable company attachers and the FCC’s 2018 Wireline Deployment 
Order, which took further action to eliminate outdated rate disparities.  

Before joining Wiley Rein, Claire obtained significant “inside” experience at all levels of the judicial system, 
having served as a law clerk at the U.S. Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and District Court.  Claire has also 
been named a “recommended lawyer” by The Legal 500.  

INSTRUCTORS

“I’m not an engineer, however, the 
information was presented in a 
clear, understandable manner.” 

Utility Administrator, LADWP

“The course provided an excellent 
representation of current trends and 
legal matters associated to utility pole 
attachments.” 

Manager, Shared Assets, BC Hydro



UTILITY POLE ATTACHMENTS: UNDERSTANDING NEW FCC REGULATIONS AND JOINT USE MANAGEMENT
July 28-29, 2020 | Denver, CO

PAGE 6EUCI  |  6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir., Suite 1620  |  Denver, CO 80111
www.euci.com  |  p: 303-770-8800  |  f: 303-741-0849

REGISTER TODAY! CALL 303-770-8800 OR VISIT WWW.EUCI.COM

IACET CREDITS
EUCI has been accredited as an Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET).  In obtaining this accreditation, EUCI has demonstrated that it  complies with the ANSI/
IACET Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of their Authorized 
Provider status, EUCI is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for its programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standard. 

EUCI is authorized by IACET to offer 1.0 CEUs for the course.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION
Participants must sign in/out each day and be in attendance for the entirety of the course to be eligible for continuing education 
credit.

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS  
PowerPoint presentations and open discussion 

EVENT LOCATION
Plaza Tower One Conference Center
6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir. Greenwood Village, CO 80111
The EUCI conference center is conveniently located adjacent to the Arapahoe at Village Center Light Rail 
Station, allowing easy access to and from DIA, Downtown, and Local Area Attractions. EUCI will validate 
parking at the Plaza Tower One Conference Center.

NEARBY HOTELS
Each of these hotels offers a complimentary shuttle to and from 
the EUCI conference center. 

Hyatt Regency Denver Tech (2.8 miles away)
7800 E. Tufts Ave. Denver, CO 80237
303-779-1234

Special EUCI Room Rate: $179.00 or lowest available rate
To access EUCI room rate visit  
denvertechcenter.regency.hyatt.com
Click “Book Now”, then click “Special Rates”, 
Click “Corporate or Group Code” and enter CR102338

You may also call central reservation at 1-800-233-1234 
and give them the corporate code of CR102338

Double Tree by Hilton DTC (0.5 miles away)
7801 East Orchard Rd., Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Phone: 303-779-6161

Wingate by Wyndham (0.3 miles away)
8000 E. Peakview Ave., Greenwood Village, CO 80111
303-626-2641

Hyatt Place DTC (2.1 miles away)
8300 E. Crescent Pkwy, Greenwood Village, CO 80111
303-804-0700

Denver Marriott Tech Center (3.1 miles away)
4900 S. Syracuse St., Denver, CO 80237
303-779-1100
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PLEASE REGISTER 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Mail Directly To:
EUCI
6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir., Suite 1620
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
OR, scan and email to: conferences@euci.com

WWW.EUCI.COM
p: 303-770-8800
f: 303-741-0849

Plaza Tower One Conference Center
6400 S Fiddlers Green Cir. 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111

See nearby hotels on page 6

Substitutions & Cancellations
Your registration may be transferred to a member of your organization up to 24 hours in advance of the event. Cancellations must be received on or before May 22, 
2020 in order to be refunded and will be subject to a US $195.00 processing fee per registrant. No refunds will be made after this date. Cancellations received after 
this date will create a credit of the tuition (less processing fee) good toward any other EUCI event. This credit will be good for six months from the cancellation date. 
In the event of non-attendance, all registration fees will be forfeited. In case of course cancellation, EUCI’s liability is limited to refund of the event registration fee only. 
For more information regarding administrative policies, such as complaints and refunds, please contact our offices at 303-770-8800. 
EUCI reserves the right to alter this program without prior notice.

EVENT LOCATION

ENERG  ZE WEEKLY
Energize Weekly is EUCI’s free weekly newsletter, delivered 
to your inbox every Wednesday. We provide you with 
the latest industry news as well as in-depth analysis from 
our own team of experts. Subscribers also receive free 
downloadable presentations from our past events

 Sign me up for Energize Weekly

How did you hear about this event? (direct e-mail, colleague, speaker(s), etc.) 

Print Name  Job Title

Company     

What name do you prefer on your name badge?      

Address

City State/Province Zip/Postal Code Country

Phone  Email

List any dietary or accessibility needs here

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

Name on Card  

Account Number  

Exp. Date

OR Enclosed is a check for $                                                    to cover                                                registrations.

Security Code (last 3 digits on the back of 
Visa and MC or 4 digits on front of AmEx)

Billing Address  

Billing City                                         Billing State

Billing Zip Code/Postal Code 
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EARLY BIRD on or before JUNE 5, 2020, 2020: US $1195

I will attend the course live

I will attend the course remotely


